Bugs on<l Taps 

; A-number of tt|Iy *£acts have now been est&b- 
iished regarding the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion: ■ V vi .. Va"-'" , 7 ' ; ; '' 


1, FBI' agents, by ffieir - own- atbmssion in sc -Fed- • 
eral'Bistriel Soiirf fn '-]Dd^er,j^bi^^’iBe ; .iia^s. ; ^'; 
the State of f^add 1 % installing concealed micro- 
phones — "bugs" — in the private premises of sus- 
pected gamblers. The Governor of Nevada has 

- publicly ■demaiidect tbafAtbey ' be i prosecuted, and . : 
the Las Vegas; district attorney; has 1 . said "that: he 
will prosecute. :a^ ' " ‘’- a- va/:AA Ja aa:-- ; 

2. In a statement to the Supreme Court, the So- 
licitor General of the United States recently ac- 
knowledged that the FBI had installed a ‘’bug” in 
the hotel room of a man convicted of tax evasion 
— Fred B. Black— -and had monitored his private 
conversations, including conversations with his law- ; 
yer. "Hie Supreme Court has asked for a fuller ■ 

-A ; '^±K cl 

•» 3. By repeated acknowledgment o £ the Attorney 
penerai and by his own adnussidny'FBi" I%ectbf 
Edgar Hoover haslongrtappedtelephones.and Is 
dontinuing- to tap telephones in cases involving 
what he believes to be threats to the national seen- 

the- national security ts involved or np^^dlfelgaii^r. 

vnolati^ iff the content or 

jManing-.-of the. tapped cphyersatipii : is rfise&sed : 
to any person in. or out of the FBI, 

It has- now become clear, in short, that the most 
prestigious law-enforcement agency in, the country 
has systematically engaged in. lawbreaking. And 
it has become equally clear that privacy of comma-, 
mcation by telephone — or even, it may be. by di- 
rect conversation' in the', sanctuary of; one ? sa-hoine: 
or office — is a mirage in America. 

When .the KGB taps a telephone or_bngs-a bed- 
room in Moscow, it ' presumably has-- authorization, 
to do so from -the <ficfatbE;c^^ and 

that is ad : therauthpnzadbn needed there. The 
American system is supposed to operate differently. : 
however: it is a government of laws. ■ An Attorney - 
General has no lawful power to authorize Ms saa-.; 
ordinates to violate an Act of Congress or to violate 
a law enacted by the Legislature of Nevada. The 
President of the United States himself has no law- 
ful power to authorize such violations. M 


0on ftast 

, Saturday, jcly 2,. isss page a 10 ^ 


the pretext of protecting national security or. on. 
any other pretext whatsoever. / Aiy-A'i-A'i'A; 

It is now pretty plain that FBI eavesdropping has 
not been confined to national security situations, 
despite the protestations of that agenc/s director 
and. of the Attorney Genera!. A recent series, of 
fe Ibis, newspaper; by -stalf >ri Richard- 

Harwood, together with his reports of the past few 
|Iays of the disclosures in the Federal District Court 
|t Denver, uncover a shocking record of deliberate. 

• eyilicaL dan?S rr ‘ lTC ttywHr-prifrincr TWf'Knz) rtf'Tw 

freaking shatters the respect for privacy wMeh, 
ffore almost than any other single factor, distin- 
guishes a. free society from a police state. 

Moreover, this kind of law breaking brings the 
Jaw itself into disrepute. Justice Brandeis wrote 
prophetically of tins long ago-: 

i Crime isIcontagiQus. -If the Government- becomes 
a lawbreaker, it breeds contempt for law: it in- 
viies. every man .to- be a law unto himself; it 
invites anarchy. To declare that In the admin- 
. iftration of the criminal law, the end justifies 
^.the means— to declare that the Government may 
| commit crimes in order to secure the- conviction' 

? private criminal — would . bring ter’-'ble 
retribution a--. >' -a a 

It is time, to get to the root of this iawbreaking 
.Wibhecpepaftam^ 

fcu-:it and' toyexfirpate it from American life. : ‘ : a Vi 



